Each virus antiserum was tested in chessboarded fashion on virus-infected cells using both the appropriate anti-species globulin conjugate and FITCprotein A. The degree of specific fluorescence was scored on a three point scale (+ to + + +) and the optimum fluorescent antibody titre (OFAT) was regarded as corresponding to the highest dilution of serum giving a + + + reading. The degree of nonspecific background fluorescence attributable to each conjugate was also evaluated on a similar scale. After determining the OFAT, virus-specific anti-sera were used with either anti-species globulin or protein-A conjugates to stain nasopharyngeal aspirates.
Results
The results (Table 1) show that FITC-protein A reacts with the immunoglobulins from three of the four species of animals used to raise antisera. The OFAT of the anti-virus serum was reduced in all cases but this was compensated by the improvement in the quality of fluorescence seen with rabbit and guinea pig sera. The reagent gave a poor reaction with bovine immunoglobulins and apparently failed to react with sheep anti-measles immunoglobulins ( Table 2) .
The improvement in the quality of the fluorescence All titres expressed as reciprocals of the dilution. 
